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Assistive Technology – Vision



AT for the hearing impaired

Hearing



Useful technologies
 Fax
 Text telephone (TTY)
 Telecom devices for deaf (TDD)
 Video communication
 Relay services
 Email
 Chat
 SMS, MMS

Assistive Technology – Hearing



Modems TTY/TDD
 They connect between PCs and phones and allow the user to 

type a message on the PC and send it to a TTY / TDD phone 
or other Baudot device.

Assistive Technology – Hearing



Visual cues
 They monitor the sounds of the PC and alert the user with 

visual cues. This is useful when a user cannot hear the 
sounds produced by the computer. For example, a light may 
flash to alert the user that there are new emails or when a PC 
command has been completed

Assistive Technology – Hearing



Closed captions
 For existing videos/multimedia
 Are prepared offline by trained annotators
 Special transcription/annotation rules for the deaf, such as

 Sounds/sound effects/music annotated
 Speaker name annotated (dialogues)

 User must enable them
 YouTube supports them

Assistive Technology – Hearing













































Accessibility Lab videos
 Assistive Technologies-University of Athens Part 1 (17:36)
 Assistive Technologies-University of Athens Part 2 (16:30)
 Assistive Technologies-University of Athens Part 3 (15:00)

Assistive Technology – Resources

These videos have subtitles 
translated in English (closed 
captions); press the cc icon when 
you get on the YouTube video 
webpage to enable them.
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