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Abstract

National and Kapodistrian University of Athens (UoA) carrying responsibility for the
Work Package “Establishing the Inclusive Education Unit at PC HEIls. This work
package aims to establish the inclusive education unit at PC HEI” to provide
professional development and build the capacity of staff and to ensure they are well
trained for teaching and serving students with disabilities through visits to EU and to
provide High-Quality Education and Services.

The tasks 2.3 “Professional Development and Capacity building of partner country
staff’ and 2.4 “Lab modernization with the needed assistive technologies at partner
country HEIs” aim to provide professional training and to purchase the needed
equipment with assistive technologies for the lab, modernize computer labs for proving
accessibility to students with disabilities and assist the partner country staff to select
an adopted user-centred learning methodology.

INt@E organized a training visit to INU and monitored the project at different points
using different types of evaluation including exploratory evaluation to support the
process to evaluate the outcomes.

This evaluation included a study visit to the established Accessibility Unit at Irbid
Nation University (INU), meeting with the company which delivered the equipment,
meeting with the Accessibility Unit staff members, and participating in a conference
for Inclusion in Higher Education.

The establishment of this Accessibility Unit is the first objective in the detailed
description of the Edu4All project.

The aim of the Accessibility Unit at INU is to provide equal opportunities for disabled
students, who are persistently encouraged to benefit from its academic programs,
services, and activities. The established unit is now an academic environment
conducive to those students’ needs and interests by supporting them with suitable
equipment, tools, and relevant policies.

INt@E visited the Accessibility Unit at INU, organized a training workshop and received
by the local Edu4All coordinator and the representative of the Accessibility Unit who
presented the space, the equipment, and the activities developed since the creation

of the Accessibility Unit and the University. The training visit was productive. The
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Accessibility Unit at INU is fully equipped and clearly identified, all have specific staff
and all started to develop training materials for the Accessibility Unit.

Training Agenda
Trainer: Riyadh Qashi, Juman Ebdah and Shahd Qashi from Int@E UG, Leipzig,
Germany.

August,07, 2022

10:00-12:30 e Inclusion at DE-University, getting started and raising
awareness of the topic.

e Exploring speech performance and visual performance (colors
and contrasts) + Involving everyone in the lesson + Exploring
abstraction skills.

¢ Introducing the topic for the training: connecting principles of
SOLE and inclusion + Developing checklist for creating work
materials

12:30-01:30 Lunch

13:30-15:00 e "Didactic model for inclusive teaching and learning"
e Input SOLE

15:00: 16:00 e Discussion + Feedback

August,08, 2022

10:00-11:15 Universal Learning Design

11:15-11:30 Breack

11:30-12:00 Universal Learning Design

12:00-12:30 Lunch

12:30-15:00 Practical Examples Universal Learning Design

August,09, 2022

09:30-12:30 e The BITV /WCAG as an opportunity for all
e Understanding the principles of BITV

12:30-13:15 Lunch

13:15-15:00 e Checking your own BITV status quo
Support for testing websites

[ ]
¢ Implementation of BITV- Test on own project
[ ]

15:00: 16:00 Discussion + Feedback

E\Ec@? WP2: Establishing the Inclusive Education Unit at PC HEls
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Accessibility Unit Location and Equipment at Irbid National
University

The Accessibility Unit purpose is clearly stated in the project proposal:

"PC HEIs have always been committed to providing equal opportunities
for disabled students, who are persistently encouraged to benefit from its
academic programs, services, and activities. Thus, the unit will be an academic
environment conducive to those students’ needs and interests by supporting
them with suitable equipment, tools, and relevant policies [p. 41]”.

"Based on the reports from the preparation work package, lab equipment with
assistive technologies will be purchased to modernize computer labs for

proving accessibility to students with disabilities [P.45]".

The Accessibility Unit was established at INU. The table 1 below shows the list of

equipment in the Accessibility Unit at INU

E\Ecg,? WP2: Establishing the Inclusive Education Unit at PC HEls
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Item 6 Speech syntheses Acapefla TTS Voices |5 Each | yes
for NVDA Non Visual Desktop Access

Item 33 Screen Reader ft magnifier 1 Each | yes

Item35 Speech to text application for computers | 1 Each | yes

Item36 Daisy reader 1 Each | yes

Item 39 Braille translation software 1 Each | yes

Item 42 OCR software for windows 1 Each | yes

ltem 9 Wireless braille display wide screen 1 Each | yes
reader compatibility

Item 12 Desktop video magnifier 1 Each | yes

Item 21 On-ear Bluetooth headphone 3 Each | yes
microphone

Item 32 Color Printer and scanner with feeder 1 Each | yes
multifunction printer

Item38 Braille Embosser 1 Each | yes

Item 44 Embosser Tactile graphics maker (with 1 Each | yes
special paper 3 box Of TOO sheet each
free)

Item 46 Personal Computer 4 Each | yes

Item 47 Screen 24" 4 Each | yes

Table 1: list of equipment in the Accessibility Unit at INU
@\E Ed"’z& WP2: Establishing the Inclusive Education Unit at PC HEIs
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Staff of the Accessibility Unit at Irbid National University

As described in the project proposal, each PC university has to establish a committee

for the Accessibility Unit. This Committee is responsible for defining the specific needs

of students with disabilities in order to provide suitable accommodation.

"The unit will comprise 1) a professional disability advisor or learning

support coordinator; 2) several faculty and staff members who represent

various university components; 3) the committee of practice that consists of

staff and the general union of disabled [p.41]”.

The following table 2 gives the staff member of the Accessibility Unit at INU

Prof.Dr. Farah Zawaideh | Computer Dean of
Science Student Affairs
Prof.Dr. Motasem Abu- Computer Lecturer
Dawas Science
Dr. Najwa Khasawneh Educational | Lecturer
Sciences
Dr. Zeinab Ibdah Arts and the | Lecturer
Arts
Dr Khaled khawaleh ShariaLaw | Lecturer k.khwaileh@inu.edu.jo
Dr.Nahedh Al-Alawneh Nursing Lecturer
Kamal Al-Momani Student Staff
Affairs

Table 2: Staff member of the Accessibility Unit at INU
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International Conference for People with Disabilities

Irbid National University held on 09.08.2022 the International Conference for People
with Disabilities in coordination with the North Jordan Association for Multiculturalism
and in cooperation with the European Project Edu4All. Int@E staff participated in the
International Conference for People with Disabilities. The attendees at the conference
visited the Accessibility Unit Hall, which is an access unit for students with disabilities
and funded by the Edu4ALL project funded by the European Union with a value of

56,000 euros. Some pictures from the conference are below:

12
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Int@E Visit to Irbid National University

In the period from 7"to 11" August Int@E visited INU. Int@E met the local coordinator
of the project Edu4ALL and staff members of the Accessibility Unit at INU and
organised a training workshop and discussed the implementation of the purchased
equipment. They visited the Accessibility Unit and met the company which delivered
the equipment. A representative of the company presented the installed devices and
their usage. In addition to that Int@E participated in the international conference for

Inclusion in Higher Education held at INU on 9™ August 2022.
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Photos of the Accessibility Unit at Irbid National University
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Conclusion

One of the vital objectives of the Edu4ALL project is the establishment of a Lab
modernization (Accessibility Unit) with the needed assistive technologies at partner
country HE. The aim of this Lab is to provide equal opportunities for students with
disabilities, who are persistently encouraged to benefit from its academic programs,
services, and activities. Int@E monitored the Accessibility Unit at INU. All needed
devices were purchased. The Accessibility Unit is established and completely
equipped with the necessary devices. The visit was productive. The Accessibility Unit
works now in order to fulfill those students needs with disabilities in Higher Education.
Staff members at INU started to develop training materials to promote the access for

students with disabilities.
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Annex: Accessibility Unit Committee
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